
LIFT UP THE HEAVY HANDS
The Pastor’s Dilemma:
______ of pastors believe ministry has negatively affected their families.
______say that being in ministry is an outright hazard to their families.

______feel unable to meet the demands of the job.

______say they have a lower self-image now than when they started.

______report a serious conflict with a parishioner, or staff member at least once a month.

______do not have somebody they consider a close friend.

______ have considered leaving the ministry in the last three months.

______ of those who go into full time ministry drop out in five years.

______ of clergy families feel the pressures of the pastor’s ministry.

 Exodus 17:8-13 / NIV
"So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.” (Ezekiel 22:30 / New King James)
“… It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.” (Romans 8:34 / New King James)
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“It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word” (Acts 6:2-4, New International Version).

“The pastor is not simply reflecting a lack of faith when he voices concern that people are giving less of themselves to his church than they used to. Research has borne out that volunteerism within the church is on the decline.” (George Barna)

that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel” (Philippians 1:27 / New King James). 

“WHAT CAN I DO FOR MY PASTOR?”

1. Get to _______________ Him.  

2. __________________ and ______________ Him Highly. 
3. _____________________ Him. 

4. _____________________ Him. 

5. Use Your ___________________ to Bless Him. 

6. _______________________Gossip. 

7. _______________________ Him. 

8. Remember His First Priority: _____________________ 

"And now, friends, we ask you to honor those leaders who work so hard for you, who have been given the responsibility of urging and guiding you along in your obedience. Overwhelm them with appreciation and love" (I Thessalonians 5:12-13 / The Message).
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